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From the Pastor’s Desk 
Way to Go Church! 

 
  T h i s m o n t h ’ s m e ssa g e  i s m e  t e l l i n g  y o u  “w a y  t o  
g o ! ”  I  h a v e  4  e x a m p l e s o f  u s, a s a  c h u r c h , b e i n g  a  l o v i n g , 
c a r i n g , g r o w i n g , f r i e n d l y  c h u r c h , a n d  I  j u st  w a n t e d  t o  
sh a r e  t h e m  w i t h  y o u .  I  h o p e  t h a t  t h r o u g h  t h e se  e x a m p l e s 

y o u ’ l l  b e  a b l e  t o  st e p  b a c k  a n d  se e  o u r  c h u r c h  f r o m  a  w i d e r  p e r sp e c t i v e , a n d  f e e l  g o o d  a b o u t  w h o  w e  a r e  a s 
C h r i st ’ s b o d y  a n d  e x a m p l e  t o  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e  w o r l d .   
 T h e  f i r st  e x a m p l e  w a s f r o m  o u r  C h u r c h  O f f i c e r  R e t r e a t .  O u r  E x e c u t i v e  P r e sb y t e r  B i l l  S a u m  w a s o u r  
o p e n i n g  sp e a k e r  o n  F r i d a y  n i g h t  a  f e w  w e e k s a g o , a n d  h e  p o i n t e d  o u t  h o w  u n i q u e  w e  a r e .  H e  c i t e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
m a i n l i n e  d e n o m i n a t i o n s h a v e  d e c l i n e d  b y  5 0 %  si n c e  1 9 7 0 , i n c l u d i n g  t h e  P r e sb y t e r i a n s, t h e  U .  M e t h o d i st s, t h e  
L u t h e r a n s, e t c .  A n d  y e t , o v e r  t h e  l a st  8  y e a r s o u r  c h u r c h  h a s g r o w n  b y  5 0 % .  I n  1 9 9 7  w e  h a d  2 1 0  m e m b e r s, a n d  
i n  2 0 0 5  w e  h a d  3 1 3  m e m b e r s, n e a r l y  a  5 0 %  g a i n  i n  t h a t  t i m e .  H e  p r a i se d  u s f o r  w h a t e v e r  i t  i s w e  a r e  d o i n g  t h a t  
i s so  i n f e c t i o u s t o  o t h e r s t o  w a n t  t o  b e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  f a m i l y  h e r e .   
 T h e  se c o n d  e x a m p l e  o c c u r r e d  a b o u t  a  y e a r  a g o .  A  n e a r b y  P r e sb y t e r i a n  c h u r c h  h a s r e c e i v e d  a  r a t h e r  
h e f t y  ( c a n  y o u  sa y  “m i l l i o n s” ? )  b e q u e st , a n d  t h e y  a r e  st r u g g l i n g  w i t h  p r i o r i t i e s o n  h o w  t o  sp e n d  i t .  B u t  i n  t h e  
m i d st  o f  su c h  a  g e n e r o u s d o n a t i o n , o n e  o f  t h e i r  e l d e r s a sk e d  a  m e m b e r  f r o m  o u r  c h u r c h , “A l t h o u g h  w e  h a v e  
m i l l i o n s t o  sp e n d , w e  se e  y o u r  c h u r c h  a c t i v e  a n d  g r o w i n g , a n d  w i sh  w e  h a d  y o u r  sp i r i t .  W h a t  a r e  y o u  d o i n g  u p  
i n  B r a n c h v i l l e ? ”  M y  c o n c l u si o n  i s t h a t  m o n e y  i s n o t  t h e  k e y  i n g r e d i e n t  f o r  b e i n g  a n  e f f e c t i v e  c h u r c h .  
 T h e  n e x t  e x a m p l e  h a p p e n e d  j u st  a  f e w  w e e k s a g o  i n  a n d  a f t e r  o u r  w o r sh i p  se r v i c e .  A  y o u n g  c h i l d  
w a n t e d  t o  si n g  w i t h  t h e  C h e r u b s u p  f r o n t , b u t  d i d n ’ t  g e t  u p  t h e r e  q u i c k l y  e n o u g h .  W h e n  t h e  o t h e r s b e g a n  t o  
si n g  b e f o r e  sh e  g o t  t h e r e , sh e  b e c a m e  sh y  a n d  h e a d e d  b a c k  t o  h e r  p a r e n t s, b u t  w a s sa d  t h a t  sh e  w a sn ’ t  si n g i n g , 
so  st a r t e d  t o  c r y .  T h i s u n h a p p i n e ss c a u se d  h e r  y o u n g e r  si st e r  t o  c r y  a l so , a n d  a s t h e  C h e r u b s sa n g , “J e su s L o v e s 
t h e  L i t t l e  C h i l d r e n ,”  a n o t h e r  n e w  ( o l d e r )  c o u p l e  si t t i n g  n e a r b y  t u r n e d  a n d  t o l d  t h e  c r y i n g  c h i l d r e n ’ s m o t h e r , 
“M a y b e  y o u  sh o u l d  j u st  t a k e  t h o se  k i d s o u t  o f  h e r e . ”  T h i s u p se t  t h e  m o t h e r , w h o  t o o k  h e r  t w o  c r y i n g  c h i l d r e n  
o u t  o f  w o r sh i p .  I  h e a r d  a b o u t  t h i s i n c i d e n t  a f t e r  t h e  se r v i c e  w a s o v e r , a n d  w a s r a t h e r  a n n o y e d  t h a t  so m e o n e , 
w h o  w a s not  a  m e m b e r  o f  o u r  c h u r c h , w o u l d  u p se t  a  m o t h e r  l i k e  t h a t  a n d  g i v e  u s a  b a d  r e p u t a t i o n .  I  n e e d n ’ t  
h a v e  w o r r i e d .  A  m e m b e r  se t  t h e  o l d e r  c o u p l e  st r a i g h t  a b o u t  t h i s c h u r c h  b e i n g  f a m i l y -f r i e n d l y , a n  u sh e r  sp o k e  t o  
t h e  m o t h e r , a n d  3  o r  4  o t h e r s so u g h t  o u t  t h e  y o u n g  f a m i l y  d u r i n g  C o f f e e  H o u r  a n d  a ssu r e d  t h e m  t h a t  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  a r e  w e l c o m e d  a n d  w a n t e d  i n  w o r sh i p , a n d  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  b e i n g  c h i l d r e n  i s n o t  f r o w n e d  u p o n  i n  o u r  
c h u r c h .  B y  t h e  t i m e  I  w a s a b l e  t o  c a t c h  u p  w i t h  t h e  m o m  a n d  d a d , t h e y  f e l t  m u c h  b e t t e r , a n d  h a d  b e e n  g r e a t l y  
r e a ssu r e d  t h a t  o u r  c h u r c h  w a s w e l c o m i n g  t o  c h i l d r e n , j u st  a s t h e  so n g  sa i d .  
 A n d  f i n a l l y , I  m e t  w i t h  a  sm a l l  c l a ss o f  n e w  m e m b e r  h o p e f u l s, w h o  sh a r e d  h o w  t h e y  c a m e  t o  o u r  c h u r c h .  
A l l  o f  t h e m  sa i d  t h a t  t h e  f i r st  t i m e  t h e y  c a m e  t o  o u r  c h u r c h  t h e y  f e l t  w e l c o m e d  i n t o  a  w a r m  a n d  c o m f o r t a b l e  
a t m o sp h e r e .  S o m e  o f  t h e m  h a d  sh o p p e d  a t  m a n y  c h u r c h e s i n  S u sse x  C o u n t y , w h e r e  o f t e n  n o t  a  so u l  sp o k e  t o  
t h e m , b u t  a t  B r a n c h v i l l e  t h e y  w e r e  g r e e t e d , t a l k e d  t o , n o t  o v e r w h e l m e d , b u t  m a d e  t o  f e e l  a t  h o m e , a n d  t h e y  
sa i d  t h e y  k ne w  o n  t h a t  f i r st  v i si t  t h a t  t h i s w a s t h e  c h u r c h  f o r  t h e m .   
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 S o  a g a i n  I  sa y , “w a y  t o  g o  c h u r c h ! ”  W e  h a v e  so m e h o w  f o u n d  a  w a y  t o  b e  w a r m  a n d  c a r i n g  w i t h o u t  
b e i n g  o v e r p o w e r i n g  a n d  i n si n c e r e .  O v e r  t h e  y e a r s w e  a r e  r e a c h i n g  o u t  t o  o t h e r s a n d  w e l c o m i n g  t h e m  i n t o  o u r  
f e l l o w sh i p , a n d  sl o w l y  sw i m m i n g  a g a i n st  t h e  t i d e  o f  c h u r c h  m e m b e r sh i p  d e c l i n e .  T h i s i sn ’ t  c a u se  t o  st o p  a n d  p a t  
o u r se l v e s o n  t h e  b a c k  t h a t  w e  a r e  d o n e , b u t  I  w a n t e d  t o  j u st  sh o w  a  f e w  w a y s w e  h a v e  b e e n  f a i t h f u l  t o  C h r i st ’ s 
e x a m p l e  o f  r e a c h i n g  o u t  t o  o t h e r s i n  l o v e  a n d  c a r i n g .  P a u l  sa y s i n  R o m a n s 5 : 2  ( l i v i n g  b i b l e )  “ F or  b e c a u s e  of  ou r  
f a i th ,  h e  h a s  b r ou g h t u s  i nto th i s  p l a c e  of  h i g h e s t p r i v i l e g e  w h e r e  w e  now  s ta nd ,  a nd  w e  c onf i d e ntl y  a nd  j oy f u l l y  
l ook  f or w a r d  to a c tu a l l y  b e c om i ng  a l l  th a t G od  h a s  h a d  i n m i nd  f or  u s  to b e . ”   I t  i s a  p r i v i l e g e  t o  w o r sh i p  a n d  
se r v e  G o d , so  l e t  u s l o o k  f o r w a r d  c o n f i d e n t l y  a n d  j o y f u l l y  t o  t h e  p r o c e ss o f  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  g r o w  i n t o  C h r i st ’ s 
l i k e n e ss.  K e e p  u p  t h e  g o o d  w o r k , a n d  I ’ l l  se e  y o u  i n  c h u r c h .  
                                                                             Y o u r  p a st o r ,  
 

 
 

 
 

************************************* 
 
REPORT FROM YOUR SANCTUARY TASK FORCE 

This is the first of a series of regular communications you will receive from us.  The purpose is 
to keep you informed of our progress, and to solicit your input.   

On October 16th the Sanctuary Task Force met with Mr. Michael Campbell, the architect we 
hired to help us answer the many questions we have, and to assist us in determining the feasibility of 
different options for our sanctuary.  This is the first of many meetings that we will have with him.  

He wants to know our priorities and your ideas, so to begin that process here will be a 
suggestion box in the rear of the sanctuary for you to tell us about any ideas, suggestions or dreams 
you have for our worship space. Please place your suggestions in this box during the month of 
November.  Also, feel free to speak directly to any of us.   

Michael is going to conduct a comprehensive inspection of our current structure, take 
measurements, and draw up floor plans.  At our next meeting (in 4-6 weeks) Michael will provide us 
with those drawings.  Throughout the process, he will be asking us questions so that together we can 
start to solidify a few possible courses of action. 

We have identified several questions that we will have to answer in order to direct the process 
effectively.  Some of these questions are:  What capacity do we want in our choir area?  What capacity 
do we want in our sanctuary, and of that, how much do we want in the balcony?  What codes need to 
be met and which might we get a “pass” on?  

We will also have an open meeting to hear your input for possible modifications and 
improvements to our sanctuary on Monday, November 27th at 7:00 pm.  Your input will have a direct 
influence on the future of our sanctuary so if you’d like to be heard outloud rather than just via a 
suggestion box, please come out on that evening. 

Of course you may contact us with any questions and feedback you may have at any time – but 
however you do it, via suggestion box, at the meeting or directly to any one of us, we’d like to hear 
from you. 

 
Your Sanctuary Task Force, 
 
Susan Burlew   Joanne Lawson  
Duncan Caldwell (Chair)  Carolyn Rauscher 
Tom Fuhrmann   Will Stumpf 
Jeff Hatch (ex-officio)  Nancy Swanson 

************************************* 
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Youth Group 
November will be chilly outside, but filled with heart-warmin g  fellowship  wherever 
an d when ever we meet. H ere is what’ s comin g  up :  
 
November 3 :   M eet at the church at 6 p m on  F riday n ig ht to help  the D aisy R oe 

g roup  set up  for their B az aar. 
 
November 5 :   P rog ram by W ayn e an d g ames by C yn di ( 7 -
8 : 3 0 p m) . S n ax  by the C occhiarellas. 
 
November 1 2 :   P rog ram by T erry an d g ames by the sen iors in  

hig h school ( 7 -8 : 3 0 p m) . S n ax  by the K atz en stein s. 
 
November 1 7 -1 9 :   S en ior H ig h R etreat to C amp  J ohn son burg . A ll in  9 th-1 2 th g rade 
are in vited to g o. C ost is $ 7 5 , but scholarship s are available!  S ee P astor J eff for 
further in fo, an d watch your mail for a P ermission  S lip . 
 
November 1 9 :   J un ior H ig hs on ly will meet on  S un day n ig ht from 7 -8 : 3 0 p m ( sin ce 
the sr hig hs have a retreat) . S n ax  by the M cA uliffes. 
 
November 2 6 :   No meetin g  due to T han k sg ivin g . 
 

T he Y outh A dvisors 
************************************* 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OUR PRAYER CONCERN LIST:    
 

� Gladys Perea 
� Mary Jane Farelly & Family 
� Casey 
� Lacy 
� Morgan 
� Dez 
� Carmela & Pauline 

� Jim 
� Sandra 
� Angelo Del Re’ 
� Jolene Venturini 
� Al Brown 
� Dick Brown 
� Graham Smith 
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� Ray Conners 
� Mimi Phillips 
� Mike Howey 
� Mr. Jager 
� Sara Day 
� Tom Hoffman 
� Virginia Baldwin 
� Pipkin & Beverly Pack 
� Melinda & Marty Crowder 
� Carol Emersons Great Grandson 
� Jeffrey Braun 
� Shirley Ottie 
� Fred Braun 

� John 
� Michelle Hillegas 
� The men & women who serve & protect our 

country 
� Florence Smack 
� Camille Bischoff 
� Al & Jean Corbett 
� Bart & Naomi Winship 
� Doug & Charlotte Slingerland 
� Sherry Marcheselli 
� David Strain 
� Mike Sprick’s sister-in-law Linda

 
 
 
LONG RANGE PLANNING RETREAT RESULTS 
 
To:  Our Church Ministers 
  

Yes, this article is to you!  Did you know you are the ministers of this church?  “The ministry is 
the membership of the church, not a special group set apart from the rest.”  That’s one of the many 
things we learned during our recent Elder and Deacon retreat.  Throughout the retreat, we studied our 
roles and responsibilities as Elders and Deacons, watched our pastor crawl around on his hands and 
knees in a game of charades, kept John Newcomer out past his curfew, worshiped together, ate 
together, and got better acquainted.  God was with us, and it was a wonderful weekend! 

 
We also completed the first step of a four step planning process.  The four steps are:  1- 

Determine where we are today.  2 - Determine where God wants us to be in the future.  3 - Develop a 
plan to get us from here to there. And 4 - Analyze what is working and not working, feed this 
information back into the process, and return to step 1.  

 
This is a very exciting time for our church.  For the past 8 years our attendance has grown 

steadily.  What’s amazing is that this growth has occurred during a time when the large majority of 
churches (all denominations) have seen their attendance decline significantly.  What makes us 
different?  Some of our strengths were identified as, making new visitors feel welcome, a large and 
active volunteer force, great programs (youth group, music, worship, friendship circle, etc.), and a 
family-friendly atmosphere.  Our average weekly attendance places us on the fringe between being a 
pastoral-sized church and a program-sized church.  Without getting bogged down in details, what this 
means is that for our attendance to continue to grow, we will need more programming to meet more 
needs.  This is one of the many issues the session will be examining as we move to the second step of 
the planning process. 

 
In addition to assessing our health, as measured in numbers, we also assessed the spiritual state 

of our church.  We did so by comparing how well our church family exhibits different “natures of 
mature faith.”  We concluded that our church is spiritually mature in the following areas:   

• Serves humanity, consistently and passionately, through acts of love and justice.  



 

5 

• Holds life-affirming values, including commitments to racial and general equality, affirmation 
of cultural and religious diversity, and personal sense of responsibility for the welfare of others. 

• Trusts in God’s saving grace and well-being, security, and peace. 
We also identified two areas where we are not as strong.  They are:  

• Seeks spiritual growth through study, reflection, prayer, and discussion with others.  
• Advocates social and global change to bring about greater social justice.    

 
  Finally, we conducted an assessment of our church mission statement.  What we discovered is 
that we do not currently have an approved mission statement.  We made some adjustments to an 
existing draft mission statement, and hope to have an approved version for you soon. 
 

Again, you are the ministers of God’s church, and as such, we more than value your feedback, 
we need it!  God uses each and every one of us.  So please, if you have ideas for the future, see 
strengths on which we can capitalize, or areas where we need to improve, let one of your church 
officers or PJ (Pastor Jeff) know so that we can incorporate it into the second step of our planning 
process. 

 
“In the autumn of your years, as you reflect on the mark you have left, you will be proudest of those 
times you took the risk to do the right thing and not the expedient.  And you will be most ashamed to 
recall the times you remained silent when you should have stated your mind.” 
     General Charles G. Boyd, USAF (Ret.) 

 
God Bless, 
Tom Fuhrmann (Elder, Long Range Planning) 
973-948-4720hm 
801-390-8692cell 
yvestf@earthlink.net     

 
 

**************************** 
SUNDAY SCHOOL SCOOP:  
 

 
Thanksgiving baskets: 
It is that time of year again when we make a difference in the lives of those less 
fortunate.  Sunday School will be collecting food items and turkeys to make 
Thanksgiving food baskets for the those in need.  We need the following items:  
canned vegetables, canned fruit, stuffing mix, mac & cheese, canned gravy, canned 

yams & pies, fresh or frozen.  If you are interested in donating a turkey, please let Linda, Kim or 
Karen, in the church office, know of your intentions.  Thank you in advance for helping Sunday School 
with this mission! 
Christmas Program: 
Our Christmas rotation will begin on November 12.  Our play this year is "Bethlehem's Little Boy."  
We will be practicing the following dates:  November 12,  19, December 10th and our Christmas 
program will be on December 17.  Please be sure your child(ren) attend church so they are prepared for 
the program. 
  
We would like to thank everyone who donated items to our tricky tray! 
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We would like to thank the following teachers who taught during our "People who made a Difference" 
rotation:  Ana Selkow, Anne McAuliffe, Kay Hatch, William Stumpf, Kirk Gelston, Donna Bonn and 
Susan Kurland.   
 
On October 29, the Sunday school children made cards for Ryan Hughes, who was injured in Iraq.  We 
used the offering we collected during September and October to make a care package for Ryan.  Ryan 
is a former Sunday school student and our mission is to provide him with support and prayers as he 
recovers from his injuries. 
 
Kim Layton & Linda Osborne 

**************************** 
 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE’S ANNUAL CRAFT NIGHT  

Tuesday, November 14th, Stamp 4 Cards, $10.00 per person. Sign-up in Fellowship Hall, money due 
by 11/05/06. 
 

**************************** 
Stewardship and You 

A  C om m itm ent to O ur C hurc h 
We are at the beginning of our Fall Stewardship Campaign.  From the end of 
October to the middle of November we hope to provide you with information about 
various aspects of what Stewardship means to us individually, to our Church and to 
our community.   

A part of our Stewardship program will focus on preparing the church budget for 2007.  The session 
has just completed preparing a preliminary budget which was presented to our members at a 
Congregational Meeting and pot-luck lunch following the worship service on October 29th.  This was a 
time for members to participate in a discussion of the programs, missions and activities of our church 
for 2007.   

All members will receive a copy of the budget in early November along with a summary of the 
challenges and opportunities we will face in 2007.  Your pledge card for 2007 will be a part of this 
package so that each member can turn in his/her or family pledge card at our November 12th 
Commitment Sunday worship service. 

We look forward to sharing information about our responsibilities to the Lord’s church and how we 
can each be better stewards of our faith and of our Lord.   

Faithfully yours, 

The Stewardship Committee 

****************************** 
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BUS TRIP TO CARNEGIE HALL:  
 

 
We have been invited to the New York Choral Society Holiday 
Concert at Carnegie Hall.  The concert is on Monday, 12/4, with 
the concert beginning at 7:30.  Our very own John and Joanne 
Lawson will be singing, and our Handbell Quartet (Kay Hatch, 
Kristin Becker, Carol Vermilyea and Sue Smith) will be playing, 
too.  The Concert provides an assortment of holiday music that is 
sure to put you, your family and your friends in the holiday spirit!  
A chartered bus that will leave here at 4:30 to get us into the city in 
plenty of time for the show.  A bagged lunch (sandwich, chips and 

a drink) will be provided for everyone that rides the bus.  The cost for the bus will be $25.00 per 
person.  Also, we have been offered tickets at a great reduced rate.  The tickets are $30.00 for orchestra 
seats (up front, near the stage) or $20.00 for seats that are are close to the back.  If you'd like to attend 
this concert, please sign-up in the Fellowship Hall.  If you would like to pay by check, please make the 
check out to "1st Presbyterian Church of Branchville" and give it to the person who is sitting at the 
sign-up sheet or to Kay Hatch.  (Please do not put the check into the offering plate.)  Hope to see you 
and your friends at the concert!  

****************************** 
 
ANNUAL BAZAAR AND CRAFT FAIR   
 
Keep in mind the date of Saturday, November 4, 2006 for our 34th Annual 
Bazaar and Craft Fair to be held at the Fellowship Hall from 9:30 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m., sponsored by the Daisy Roe Chain.  Plan to have your lunch at 
this event.  A variety of homemade delicious food will be available at 
reasonable prices. 
 
THERE ARE A FEW CRAFT TABLES STILL OPEN. If you are 
interested or know someone who is interested, call Brenda Lutz 973-948-
5101 or Susan Smith 973-209-6469. 
 
Any items in good condition that you would like to part with will be greatly appreciated for our White 
Elephant tables, such as jewelry, knickknacks, dishes, paper-back books, toys scarves, purses, etc.  No 
furniture or large items, please.  These can be left in the Lloyd Room marked for the Daisy Roe Chain 
bazaar, two weeks prior to the Bazaar. 
 
Thanks for your help, and we hope to see everyone there!! 
 
Come on out to the bazaar for a day of fun.  Get an early start on your Christmas shopping. 
 
        DAISY ROE CHAIN 
 

****************************** 
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OUR MISSION OUTREACH 
Where can a pregnant woman or a mother with an infant in the early stages of recovery from substance 
abuse go?  There is a home in Franklin called Sunrise House that has been helping such women for 
seventeen years.  The House can accommodate 12 women and their babies with each having their own 
bedroom.  Cooking and cleaning are shared responsibilities just as they would be in a family home. 
  
The women remain in the program for a year.  The focus is on recovery, parenting, education and life 
skills such as budgeting, menu planning, and cooking.  They are encouraged to complete a GED if they 
do not have a high school diploma or to take college courses at the County College if they have 
graduated from high school.  They are also given computer training to provide them with a marketable 
skill. 
  
Sunrise House for Women and Children is the mission outreach for this quarter.  Contributions may be 
put in the envelopes in the pews, clearly marked for Missions.  Also, please mark your check for 
Missions on the memo line.  Thank you for caring.   
  
 Carol Stickney, Missions Elder 

****************************** 
THANK YOU 

 
MY DEAR FRIENDS AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 

Thank you very much for your gift of $88.00 toward my work with Disciple 
Makers! What a blessing! I pray that God will use it for His glory here on the Penn 

State campus. Thanks again!     By His Grace,  Tom Hallman 
 

****************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TO MY CHURCH FAMILY, 

Thank you very much for the school supplies and snacks. I am glad that you think of me even though I 
am going to Sussex, and still close. 
 
Thank You, 
Lauren Bambrick 

****************************** 
TO MY CHURCH FAMILY 

Thank you so much for the care package! It’s so nice to know that people at home still think about me. 
My roommates were so jealous! Hope to see you all soon. 
 
Love Always, 
Emily Stumpf 
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****************************** 
 
COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES   

The Membership Committee wishes to extend their heartfelt thanks 
to all of you who support our mailings of care packages to our 
young members away at school.  We appreciate all of you who 
donated goodies, school supplies, tissue boxes, etc., etc. to include 
in our most recent mailing to 26 of our youth.  Also I want to thank 
those of you who donated money to help defray the cost of the 

mailing and time to package up and mail out the boxes.  THANK YOU ONE AND ALL!!!!!.   
Sincerely, The Membership Committee 
  
Also, I am attaching my up-to-date listing of labels for this mailing.  Please update your files and be 
sure that the young people away at school receive a copy of the Key.   
  
If you have any questions you may call me at work 973-376-6777 ext 108 
  
Thank you for all your help. 
  
Sincerely, 
Bonnie 
 

****************************** 
 
  HANDBELL HAPPENINGS 
 
Handbell Questions and Answers:   
Q:  Who owns our handbells?    
  
A:  The First Presbyterian Church of Branchville owns our handbells, along 
with all the handbell supplies and equipment we use.    
  
Q:  Where did our handbells come from?   
  
A:  Actually, we don't know. We've heard that our handbells came from 
another church which no longer needed them.  The other church might have been closing its doors, or 
maybe it just didn't have enough people to make a handbell choir.  Some versions of the story say that 
the bells were a gift to us from this other church; other versions say that we purchased the bells. In any 
case, this all happened before any of our current ringers got involved with the bell choir, so none of us 
have the story first hand.  If anyone knows, we'd love to hear from you!  
     
We ourselves have added a couple of new small bells to our collection, and purchased needed 
equipment and supplies over the past few years.  (The Handbell Quartet's performance at Carnegie Hall 
in 2004 helped fund these purchases.)  But the origin of our core 3-octave set of handbells remains a 
mystery.    
  
Recently.... 
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• The Handbell Choir started rehearsing again in September.  We are practicing music for the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons.   

• The Handbell Quartet has begun practicing for the December 4th concert at Carnegie Hall.   

Coming Up.... 

• The Handbell Choir will offer a piece during the church service on the Sunday after 
Thanksgiving, and on Christmas Eve morning at the 10:00 service.     

• The Handbell Quartet will perform with The New York Choral Society and a small orchestra 
on Monday evening, December 4th at Carnegie Hall.  Watch for more information in the 
bulletin, and a sign-up sheet for tickets and bus seats to the concert.       

--Carol Vermilyea   

****************************** 

 
 
R O C K  G R O U P  G I V E S  $ 7 5 , 0 0 0  T O  P C ( U S A )  F O R  K A T R I N A -R E L I E F ,  M O N E Y  W I L L  
B E  U S E D  T O  B U Y  M A T E R I A L  F O R  R E B U I L D I N G  
 

 
Left to right: William DePrater, Executive Presbyter of the  
Presbytery of Mississippi, Elizabeth Little, PDA Volunteer Village  
Coordinator, John Robinson, PDA National Associate, and  
Chris Henderson, Guitarist for 3 Doors Down. Photo: Barry Carlin  
 
 
 

  

  

 
 Becky Seifried, Volunteer Village Manager at the  
Presbyterian Volunteer Village in Gautier,   Mississippi.  
Photo: Barry Carlin  

The Hurricane Katrina relief effort of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) received a big boost Tuesday 
(Aug. 8) thanks to a $75,000 contribution rock ‘n’ roll style.  

The announcement came during an afternoon news conference where representatives of the rock band 
3 Doors Down presented Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) with the money, which will go for 
purchasing construction materials to rebuild homes along the Gulf Coast. The news conference was 
held at a volunteer village in Gautier, Mississippi, one of six such sites in Mississippi and Louisiana 
operated by the relief and recovery program of the PC(USA). Each village houses work teams from 
churches across the country helping with the response.  
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Band spokesman Mark Smith said 3 Doors Down was impressed with the effectiveness and efficiency 
of PDA’s Gautier village, which is located in southeast Mississippi near the Alabama border, about 20 
miles east of Biloxi, MS. He said the contribution was made through The Better Life Foundation, the 
band’s charitable agency named after its first CD.  

“Initially we did immediate relief stuff and right now the most important thing on the Gulf Coast is 
rebuilding,” Smith told the Presbyterian News Service. “So we want this distribution to help with 
rebuilding efforts and to help people step-by-step get closer to where they were before the storm hit.”  

The band, whose members are from nearby Escatawpa, MS, were an early supporter of disaster-relief 
efforts following last fall’s Gulf Coast hurricanes and continues to raise money for the cause through 
sales of its music and special concert appearances.  

“For me the gift from 3 Doors Down affirms the visible presence that Presbyterians have along the 
Gulf and for local people they are becoming the responder of choice,” said Susan Ryan, PDA’s 
coordinator. “If local people are saying that this is a place they want to put their money, then it 
validates the kind of wonderful work and ministry that is happening in the Gulf.”  

Ryan said the money would purchase a range of building-related materials such as drywall, shingles, 
doors, and windows. The funds are earmarked for use only by volunteers working out of the Gautier 
volunteer village, Smith said.  

The widespread destruction left by Katrina and other hurricanes last year led to the PC(USA)’s 
biggest-ever domestic relief effort. The band’s $75,000 adds to a record-setting $23 million in 
contributions raised by PDA in response to Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma.  

“They were out on tour when Hurricane Katrina hit,” Smith said of the band. “When they came back 
home and saw it, it was just complete shock. In some places it looked like Iraq.”  

3 Doors Down has sold more than 12 million records in the United States alone since debuting in 2000 
with their CD “The Better Life.” The band’s follow up release in 2002, “Away From The Sun,” 
remained on the Billboard Top 200 Chart for almost two years.  

3 Doors Down has written six number one hit singles including (according to Nielsen) the most played 
song in the country in 2003 “When I’m Gone” and the 2004 critically acclaimed ballad “Here Without 
You.”  

One of the band’s guitar players, Chris Henderson, who was present at the news conference, lives near 
PDA’s volunteer village in Gautier, which is pronounced “go-shay.” His home took on six feet of 
water from Katrina and every member of the group had at least one family member directly impacted 
by the storm, Smith said. Joining Henderson in 3 Doors Down is Brad Arnold, lead vocals; Matt 
Roberts, guitar; and Todd Harrell, bass. 

It’s great because they’re local boys and they want to make a contribution to the redevelopment of 
their community,” said Camille Lopez, PDA’s volunteer village coordinator. “They really wanted to 
make sure that they put it into somebody’s hands that would take good care of the money and made 
sure it was spent properly on people who needed it.”  
 

****************************** 
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H a p p y  B i r t h d a y  – N O V E M B E R  !  
 
 
 

 
 

 
Birthday List 

FIRST_NAME: LAST_NAME: DOB: 
KELLY OSBORNE 11/2 
LEZA PULLIS 11/3 
VIRGINIA FIELDEN 11/6 
VANESSA CLARK 11/6 
TERRY FIELDEN 11/7 
LIZ YADEN 11/7 
SHELIA McAULIFFE 11/7 
JAYNE BONN 11/8 
NANCY BALDWIN 11/10 
TRAVIS PULLIS 11/11 
RICHARD PECK 11/13 
SCOTT HATCH 11/14 
JEFFERSON HATCH 11/14 
JESSE HUGHES 11/17 

Birthday List 
FIRST_NAME: LAST_NAME: DOB: 
WAYNE BLOCK 11/17 
GAIL LEYPOLDT 11/17 
JODI BELL 11/20 
CAITLIN DEAN 11/21 
AUDRA PRESTE 11/22 
MINA KOSZORU 11/23 
JEAN KOSZORU 11/23 
DALLISS FUHRMANN 11/24 
RICHARD PLOG 11/24 
CAROL STICKNEY 11/26 
BARBARA HAGGERTY 11/29 
DANIELLE SWANSON 11/29 
DANIELLE NUSSBERGER 11/29 
LINDA OSBORNE 11/30 

 
 
OOPS! We forgot to wish Rebecca Goldsworthy a Happy Birthday on September 30th, so 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY Rebecca! 

******************************
 
RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
 
 
 
 
 
Beefy Biscuit Pot Pie                   

 
This simple recipe uses convenience foods like canned cream of mushroom soup, frozen corn, and 
refrigerated biscuit dough for a hearty dinner. 

INGREDIENTS: 

• 1 lb. ground beef or 12 oz. meatless frozen crumbles  
• 1 onion, chopped  
• 10 oz. can cream of mushroom soup with roasted garlic  
• 9 oz. pkg. frozen corn  
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• 1 cup chopped tomatoes, seeded  
• 1/2 tsp. dried basil leaves  
• 1 can refrigerated biscuit dough  
• 2 Tbsp. grated Parmesan cheese  
• 1/4 tsp. dried oregano leaves 

PREPARATION: 
Preheat oven to 400 degrees. In large skillet, cook ground beef and onion until beef is no longer pink; 
drain. (If using crumbles, cook onion in 1 Tbsp. olive oil until tender; add crumbles and heat until 
thawed.) Add soup, corn, tomatoes, and basil; bring to a boil.  

Pour beef mixture into 1-1/2 quart baking dish. Top with biscuits and sprinkle with Parmesan cheese 
and oregano. Bake at 400 degrees F for 15-18 minutes until biscuits are deep golden brown. 4 servings

 
*********************************** 

 
 
 
CHILDREN’S COLORING  PAGE 
 

 

    
We give 
 thanks to  
God for all  
the things He 
has given us. 
  
 
This turkey  
is thankful  
for the  
beautiful  
feathers God 
gave him. 
  
 
Color the  
turkey to  
show how  
beautiful  
God made  

 

him. 

 

 

 

      

 
*********************************** 
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 COFFEE  HOUR  HOSTED BY: 
 
NOVEMBER - Deacons / Youth Group 
DECEMBER – Friendship / Session  
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FLOWER CHART: 
 
NOVEMBER  
11/06/06 – Susan Martin & John Arnedt 
11/12/06 – Barbara & George Mueller 
11/19/06 – John & Joanne Lawson 
11/26/06 – Lois & Tom Kinney 
DECEMBER  
12/03/06 – Les & Dora Holland 
12/10/06 – Gail Burckes 
12/17/06 – Carol Stickney 
12/24/06 – Ana Selkow 
12/31/06 -

 
 

YOU ARE CORDIALLY 
IN V IT ED T O T H E S EN IOR RECIT AL OF  

REB ECCA B RUIN S ,  V IOLIN  
AN D 

J EN N A H AV ELIN ,  M EZ Z O-S OP RAN O 
S AT URDAY,  N OV EM B ER 4 TH ,  2 0 0 6  

2 : 0 0  P . M .  
T H E COLLEG E OF  N EW  J ERS EY 
M US IC B UILDIN G  CON CERT  H ALL 
LIG H T  RECEP T ION  T O F OLLOW  

 
 
First Presbyterian Church of Branchville, NJ 
PO Box 1 
3-5 Wantage Avenue 
Branchville, NJ 07826 
973-948-3495 
http://fpcbranchville.tripod.com 
Karen Algozzini, Copy Editor 
 
 


